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Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; Romans 8:14-17; Matthew 28:16-20; Psalm 33, They are happy whose God is the Creator, the people God has chosen. 

Today, we have three readings that give us a picture of how God has evolved in our human consciousness. The scriptures always tell us the story of what we call salvation history. And the history lesson for us today is that human eyes are always invited to see God more clearly, love God more dearly, follow God more nearly. .


In the book of Deuteronomy, we see God as a covenant- maker. As we hear Moses say to the people in his last great sermon to them, no god in history had ever before actually taken a people to himself in such a covenant relationship No other god had ever cared enough for a people to set out a code of behavior that would bind them to himself. At this stage in our evolving understanding of God, God was still something of a contractor and we were the consumers of his services. It was sort of a tit for tat understanding --  God promises to do this, if we promise to do that. In Deuteronomy, our ancestors in faith still saw God was still an external force acting on human life, and our job was to respond to that force.


Thousands of years passed since the Israelites were taken out of Egypt and were listening to Moses preach to them the desert. Over those centuries, human understanding of God continued to evolve. So in our reading from  Romans today, we hear Paul telling the people that they’re not enslaved by the covenant. They’re not bound to unthinking obedience. There’s no reason to fear the wrath of God if they break that covenant on occasion. The relationship with God, says Paul, is not a contractual one after all. It’s a relationship of love. In our evolving understanding of God, we know now that God is no longer an external force acting on us. Paul preaches  about a God who is that Spirit that dwells within us, and makes us children of God.  We’re no longer  merely consumers of God’s good services; now we understand that we are children of the Divine, part of the essence of God, so close that we can call our God Amma, Abba, Mother, Father God.


So we have this beautiful arc of evolving understanding that stretches from Moses to Paul, from God as external to God as indwelling  But what are we to do with this understanding?   In Matthew’s Gospel today, Jesus tells us exactly what to do with it. We are to move from words to action; we are to take our understanding of God as Amma, Abba out into the world and share it so that others will know it too.

In the Gospels, we always know that Jesus is doing something serious when we find him up on a mountain. He’s either preaching his most important sermon there … or he’s being transfigured and hanging out with Moses and Elijah … or he’s experiencing the greatest of his three temptations there … or he’s being arrested and walking toward his passion and death. Jesus lives the full range of human experience – extreme desolation through extreme consolation – on a mountain somewhere. So when he calls his followers to a mountain in Galilee,  you know he’s going to make an announcement that’s way bigger than the one Martin O’Malley delivered in Federal Hill Park on Saturday morning! For on that mountain, Jesus pulled it all together. His Trinitarian message was (1) that his followers were to let the whole world know that God is our Amma, our Abba; (2) that we and all creation are infused with the Spirit of that same God; and (3) that alive in Christ and the Holy Spirit, we are equipped to teach the world  – by the lives we live, by our words, by our work, by our example – everything Jesus has taught us. Living lives that are conscious of forgiveness, compassion, peacemaking, and justice-seeking is what will baptize the world.    
On this day when many Protestant churches celebrate Commissioning Sunday, I’m not so sure that Jesus was really commissioning us on the mountain to baptize and make Christians of all the nations. I don’t think he was telling us to proselytize Christianity. But I do think he was giving us a commission to spread Good News. And the Trinitarian good news is this: (1) that God is Love; (2) that we are filled with the Spirit of that God who is Love; and (3) that the lives we lead – in obedience to everything Jesus has taught us – will be light for the world and salvation for the people.


I guess we each have to find it in our own hearts how we’ll do this, individually and  collectively … in ways large and small … in venues that are public and private … in contemplation and in action. In our individual daily devotions, for instance, we pray for peace; but we also come to Sandtown-Winchester today to stand in solidarity for peace. We scour our homes for food and clothing we can give to those who have none; but we also find ourselves in legislative hearings that will address the root causes of hunger and homelessness. As happened on Saturday here in Baltimore, we might come together in support of the local police, or in support of the local community; but we might also break away from those protests long enough just to talk calmly with each other, just to try to create peace, one conversation at a time. 

The Indian guru, AMMA, is said to have embraced 33 million people over the past 30 years. For many, it seems a repetitive and even useless task. But what AMMA says about her commission to love is this:  I don’t say I can make anything change 100%. Attempting to change the world completely is like trying to straighten the curly tail of a dog. But society takes birth from people. So by affecting individuals, you can make changes in the society and, through it, in the world. You cannot change the world, but you can make changes. The anger  within individual minds is responsible for violence and war. So if you can touch people, you can touch the world.  
So again, all of us are called to act in ways large and small, everything from a trip to Nepal to hugging a crying grandchild. But no matter how we carry out our commission, carry it out we must. We’re no longer allowed to view God as outside ourselves. We’re no longer allowed to act as though the Spirit were not impelling us toward bringing all of creation home to God. Jesus has taught us how to live, and we can’t pretend we haven’t heard that message. We have evolved to a fuller, deeper understanding of God in our lives, and we can’t turn back. We must do something. 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus most emphatically says GO! GO! GO! Knowing that the Spirit of God in Christ is with us always, even until the end of the world, our only question this afternoon is how will each of us do that … how will we carry out our commission … how will we spread the Good News … how we will make our way down from the mountain, and where we will go from here.
