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Jer. 33:12-16
Ps. 25
1 Thes. 3:12-4:2
       Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

 Stay Awake! Your liberation is near! The great Advent journey begins. Today’s readings are a rich tapestry of images centered on the truth that God has come among us. We do not pretend that we are waiting for Jesus to be born in a stable. That happened once, a long time ago, and it will not happen again. We remember that birth as we remember our own birthday.
We begin a new liturgical year with Advent, the gospel of Luke will be our primary gospel used throughout the year. 

You may already know why these four weeks before Christmas are called “Advent.”  The word itself comes from the Latin adventus meaning coming or arrival. The remembering of Christ coming as a human child is only one of the arrivals we hear in today’s scripture. Jeremiah alludes to that coming in the first reading. He looks forward to the coming of one who will save God’s people, one who acts with honesty and integrity. The second mention of Christ’s coming comes from the gospel. It is a rather ominous warning about Jesus coming at the end of time when he comes in a cloud with power and great glory. The third, and probably most significant coming is referred to in the letter to the church in Thessalonica: It is the welcoming of Christ into our lives in the here and now. And it is something that happens every day.
It may seem strange to start the new church year by speaking about the end of the world.  Most scholars believe that Luke’s Gospel was written after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 A.D. At that time many Christians interpreted this destruction as an indication that Jesus’ second coming was eminent. Today’s Gospel from St Luke warns us not to be distracted by the cares and snares of the world.  but to be ready to stand confidently before the Son of Man when he comes. Remaining constant in love and attentive to our calling is how we become the living presence of Jesus until he comes again. Jesus tells the disciples and tells us to be alert and ready. Jesus tells us do not fear and though he does not promise we will avoid anxiety or tribulations; we must instead pray for strength to stand firm in our faith and not give in to those fears.

The first candle we lit today on the Advent wreath is called the candle of hope. Having hope means active involvement on our part to make something we want to do or have. If we simply wish for that thing to happen, we give over to someone else making it real in our life. In the same way, we hope for the fulfillment of the kin-dom by acting as people who already are part of it, right here and right now. 
The God who came among us is here still. Advent’s invitation is to become aware, once again, of the all-pervading presence of the risen Jesus as Emmanuel – God among us. The early Christians believed that Jesus would return very soon as the Lord of Glory. As time passed, they had to re-think this belief and work out how to live in the meantime, the time in between the first and final comings of Christ. That’s our challenge, too. In our journey of life, the way to prepare for Jesus’ final coming is to celebrate that first coming and to be aware of his coming each day
What does that mean for us, now, 2,000 years later? With the help of theologians and scientists, we are able to look at both past and present, 

to look at God and Jesus, in ways that respond to our time, our culture, and our needs. 

In today’s vocabulary, we are WOKE.  We are able to see that the details of this gospel passage are not foreign to our culture or our life experience.

Like those first-century Christians, we also see leaders amassing more and more power as people suffer and die under oppressive regimes. 

We also see corrupt religious, political, economic, and social institutions failing and crumbling. We see our world falling apart, piece by piece, 

as governments fail to take action to mitigate climate change. So, we are called to open our eyes to what’s happening now and be unwavering in our commitment to truth, and justice, and love. 

You know you’re WOKE to the way of Jesus when you are a good neighbor to people who are different from you, whether here in church, or at the grocery, or on the road. 

You know you’re WOKE to the way of Jesus when you drop some food for the Frederick Fridge or send a check to help the people struggling in Ukraine or Gaza. You know you’re WOKE to the way of Jesus as you go about your everyday tasks with your family and your friends. 

And you know you’re WOKE to the way of Jesus when you turn down the thermostat this winter and when you reduce, re-use and recycle all year long. 

When our ancestors in faith wrote apocalyptic stories, their purpose was to give hope to a beleaguered people. For us today, the kind of hope for Israel 
that we heard from Jeremiah in the first reading is still alive in each one of you: YOU are an upright branch, doing what is right and just. 

As we go about our lives this week, let’s take a moment to focus on the fact that we are preparing for the daily coming of Christ as we watch the preparations for celebrating the first coming of Christ being reenacted and celebrated around us.
