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Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13:24-32; Psalm 16, Protect me, O God, because I come to you for safety.  

For my birthday this year, one of the gifts Myles gave me was a reverse coloring book. It’s a book that’s full of unfinished watercolors. And unlike a regular coloring book where you color in between the lines you’ve been given, in this book you look at swirls and colors, unfinished shapes and open spaces to see what lines might emerge for you to draw to complete a picture. There’s no one way to complete the pages of this coloring book. You just have to sit quietly, breathe gently, be in the moment, and see what arises for you.

I think my reverse coloring book is not a bad way to understand the apocalyptic messages we heard in our readings today. As we prepare to move into the season of Advent, sitting quietly and just allowing the words of apocalyptic scripture to rest in us, could well be a remedy for the unsettledness and even despair so many of us are feeling as the reality of the recent election continues to live at the forefront of our consciousness Rather than trying to understand their literal meaning, maybe we can allow these apocalyptic scriptures to give us some sense of peace as we move into Advent. Who knows? In the quiet some timeless wisdom might emerge. 
In the Book of Daniel, we heard about the Hebrew people who were about to continue a monstrous persecution. The apocalyptic promise made to them was that the great Jewish Guardian angel Michael would rise up, and everyone would be rescued. There would be tribulation, but salvation would follow. The good would be rewarded and the bad would get their just deserts. The sufferings of injustice would yield to life everlasting. Daniel tells us that, anticipated tribulations notwithstanding, at that future time of resurrection, quote “The wise will shine like the bright heavens, and the leaders of justice like the stars forever more.” 
As a Jewish teacher, Jesus would have been familiar with the Book of Daniel, since so much of what he says in today’s Gospel reflects Daniel’s words, written some 600 years before Jesus’s time on this planet. Not unlike Daniel, Jesus promises astral events such as have never been seen before. The sun will darken, the moon will lose its light, the stars will fall from the skies. And when you see those things happen, it means the Promised One is near. Like the Archangel Michael did for the Jewish people, Jesus will come with power and glory to gather us all to himself, ending all pain and resolving all injustice. And then he promises that before his generation – meaning all humanity --   has passed away, all these things will come to be. Heaven and earth might pass away. But the truth of his words will not pass away.  
As I read Daniel and I read today’s Gospel, I thought about those 75,000 women and men executed for witchcraft in Europe and British America in the 1400’s and 1500’s … I thoughts about colonialism and slavery in the 1700’s and 1800’s … 1700’s …I thought about the hundreds of millions who died in two World Wars … I thought about deaths on 9/11, genocides that have happened around the world, the killing fields in Cambodia, slaughters in the Middle East, and in Ukraine …and I’m sure I’m not even scratching the surface of all the apocalypses that people have lived through over the span of history. Back to my reverse coloring book, every page is different, and yet every page is in some way the same.

I’m reminded of a friend of our community, Dr. Joseph Jensen, who gave a talk to Living Water before the pandemic on the difference between what is timely and what is timeless in scripture. The timeliness of scripture is loaded with concrete facts -- history, culture, race, class, and gender distinctions; concrete realities that we can discuss and debate. But the timelessness of scripture rises above all that to speak to a truth that transcends time. I might complete each page in my coloring book with the details of a particular apocalyptic event. But within each page I find that it is still somehow unfinished. Still in process. Still being formed. What I have missed is its timelessness. 


Richard Rohr speaks of the timelessness of all apocalyptic scripture. Apocalyptic readings are evidence of an eternal – and indeed, an evolutionary – pattern that that transcends all details of history, politics and culture.  In every generation we have seen, and we continue to see it. Nothing is permanent; just wait a few years. Life on this planet is a never-ending cycle of loss & renewal, of falling apart to come together again, everything from the cells in our bodies to the governments that structure our way of life.   It’s deep within our psyche to sing: The sun will come out tomorrow! Bet your bottom dollar that tomorrow there’ll be sun. The timeless message of Jesus’ words in the Gospel today is not that we are promised tribulation; only that God will have the final word that ends the final cycle.
Only God lasts; only Love lasts. So as we’re about to enter a period in our history that’s likely to be more chaotic and more cruel than many of us have ever personally known, we ask ourselves, how do we love? How do we align ourselves so closely with Love, that we become the 2nd coming of Christ to one another? How do we develop what Richard Rohr calls Radical Resilience – that ability to face hardship with greater love and deeper awareness, while at the same time we respond with love grounded in wisdom, and actions that spring from a deep desire for justice & mercy?

I wish I knew how to answer these questions for myself. But I’m still thinking on them and trying to be patient and sitting with my coloring book until maybe some timeless wisdom appears for me. But in the absence of answers, I’ll end with this lovely thought from a young woman by the name of R.L. Knost. It’s apocalyptic scripture at its best. 
Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world. 
All things break. And all things can be mended. 
Not with time, as they say, but with intention. 
So go. Love intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. 
The broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you.
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