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Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37; Psalm 54, God is the one who sustains my life. 
Today we’re celebrating International Peace Day. And with that in mind, I’d like to begin my reflections with some thoughts on our first reading.

The section of the Book of Wisdom that we read from this afternoon is entitled Life as the Godless See It. In this reading we learn that jealousy, vengeance, cruelty, duplicity, and political dirty tricks are not new to the human race. As a matter of fact, while our reading began with the 12th verse of Chapter, the 11th verse is even more brutal, as it reads: Let our might be the yardstick of our right. Might makes right. I win.  You lose. No wonder these verses have been given the title Life as the Godless See It.   
The Letter of James that we read for five Sundays this summer is quite the opposite. In a letter that is sometimes called The Book of Good Living, James is the essence of practicality. He’s writing to an early Christian community whose members have begun to experience divisions among themselves, threatening the peace of their community. And about this, James says: Jealousy and ambition breed disharmony and wickedness of every kind. But God’s Wisdom is the essence of purity. It is full of compassion. There is no partiality or hypocrisy in God’s Wisdom. It works for peace. And peacemakers, filled with this Wisdom, when they work for peace, they sow seeds that will bear fruit in holiness.
Conflicts and battles may start within and among communities and countries. But the children of God, those who strive to live in God’s Wisdom, will always be the peacemakers who sow seeds where the fruits of the Spirit can grow. James tells us that peacemakers plant the seeds of charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and mercy where holiness can dwell. 
This year, International Peace Day honors all peacemakers in the theme it has chosen for 2024 – Cultivating a Culture of Peace. As James reminds us, wars begin in the minds of human beings. Peacemakers work to instill values of dialogue and mutual respect to replace these seed-thoughts of war. Peacemakers cultivate a culture of peace. 
It may not always feel as though we’re doing very much to give peace a chance. Each of us is but one person standing in awe of conflicts that rage within our country and around the world. But in today’s Gospel, Jesus assures us that everything we do that makes for peace, makes for peace. When we don’t argue about who’s most important … when we try our best to live a life at the service of all … when we look at life with a childlike simplicity that believes in the power of love …  we are making peace. No energy is ever lost. Each of us, vowing to make peace in the smallest and most hidden of ways, is already a peacemaker by virtue of that vow. We are cultivating a culture of peace.
   Each year since 1981, the United Nations General Assembly has rung the United Nations Peace Bell at UN Headquarters in New York City to mark the beginning of this day. The bell was a gift from the United Nations Association of Japan, and it was cast from coins donated by people from every continent except Africa. The bell's inscription reads, "Long live absolute world peace". Within the General Assembly, the UN Secretary-General also rings the bell that all nations gathered might pray for world peace. 
So in the spirit of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and desirous of peace within and among nations, I am going to sound our peace bell, and I invite you, if you choose, to recite the United Nations Pledge for Peace:
I pledge today to stand together with my fellow human beings, 
irrespective of nationality, religion, or background, 
to strengthen the ideals of peace within and among all nations. 
I pledge to work tirelessly to build a nation and a world
 free of conflict, hunger, poverty, and injustice.
The International Day of Peace reminds us that peace is not merely the absence of conflict but the presence of justice, understanding, and unity. Today, we have promised to do whatever is our part to be at the service of all. We don’t have to do what we’re not called to do. We only have to own the part that’s ours.

I know that the acrimonious and violent times we live in can make us doubt we will ever see peace. Pagers and walkie-talkies exploding in Lebanon don’t give us much hope. And fabricated stories of immigrants eating their neighbors’ pets can bring us to the brink of despair.  So I guess all we have are Jesus’s commands to follow. We have the vow we just made. And we have hope.


As the author Ann Lamott says, We are all hopelessly stuck with being human. And as humans, we have hope because we believe this one thing: that Love is bigger than any grim, bleak shit anyone can throw at us. It always takes time but Love always wins. And so we’ll leave here today to live our Pledge of Peace. We’ll have as much faith and hope as we can muster up on any given day. We’ll love as boldly as we can. And we’ll go forward in courage to plant those seeds of Peace wherever we can. AMEN. 
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