Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
6th Sunday in Easter, 05.10.15
Mother’s Day

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17; 
Psalm 98, Our God has made salvation known, has shown justice to the nations.

In case you didn’t notice it, all our readings for today could really be boiled down into one Beatles’ song – All You Need Is Love. In ACTS, Peter loves the Gentiles. In John’s first letter, God loves us. And in John’s Gospel, we love Jesus. It’s just like the Beatles said – Love, Love, Love …


So since we know that today is all about love, I’d like to focus on just that first reading, because that might be where we best see the nature of love. In that reading, we see that …
· Love is unassuming, it’s not proud or arrogant – When Peter comes to his house, Cornelius tries to throw himself at Peter’s feet recognizing him as a great miracle-working-prophet. But Peter says, Get up; I’m human just like you; I put my pants on one leg at a time (or whatever the biblical equivalent of that was). No arrogance or superiority … just a statement that we’re all human and in this thing together. 
· Love is welcoming, it doesn’t exclude anyone – we notice that Peter had come to the house of Cornelius, a prominent Gentile. Peter wasn’t just hanging out with the Jews, and sharing the Gospel message with them. He broadened his circle to make it more inclusive. 
· Love grows and deepens over time – We hear Peter say to Cornelius and those gathered in his home, I begin to see that God shows no partiality, and that anyone who loves God and does right by God is acceptable to God. You can see Peter – the devout Jew – growing and stretching. And then, when the Spirit herself descends on those gathered in Cornelius’ home, Peter says, Ah-ha! If these Gentiles are glorifying God, and speaking tongues, why shouldn’t we baptize them? In other words, when we truly love, that love is not static; there’s always something more to know and understand and appreciate about the ones we love.  
In this brief story from the Acts of the Apostles, we have Peter modeling for us a pretty good picture of what love is – unassuming, humble, honest, welcoming, inclusive, and always ready to change and grow and deepen and unfold in relationship with those we love. So honestly – do you suppose it’s any coincidence that today – as all our readings focus on love – we also celebrate Mother’s Day? 

And  that’s where I’d like us to go right now – into a celebration of the love that grounds Mother’s Day that just happens to occur on the 6th Sunday of Easter, when we celebrate Love, Love, Love. Here’s what we’ll do.
1. Let’s each of us light one or two candles to honor those Moms we love. Could be Moms living or deceased, daughters who are Moms, adoptive Moms, biological Moms, women & men who served as Moms for us at points in our lives – whomever you’d like to honor, speak their names as you light a candle in their honor. 
2.  Then let’s listen to a song about LOVE.
3. Then let’s share for a bit about how we have seen LOVE in the lives of those Moms we honor with our candles today.

4. Let’s hear a poem Pat has chosen to read about Moms …

5. And let’s keep our Mom candles burning through the rest of our celebration, as we honor and pray for our Moms on this Mother’s Day. 
(Yes, I guess you could call this a Momily …)
