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2 Kings 4:14,16

Ps. 89
Rom. 8: 9, 11-13
Matt. 11: 25-30

Todays readings are an invitation to take stock, once again, of how we treat one another. 
The unnamed woman of Shunem who offers hospitality to Elisha, is acting out her faith. Hospitality was and continues to be a vital part of surviving in the climate of what we call the Holy Land. Particularly those itinerant prophets with no fixed home. The need to provide food, water, shelter and safety to those with no home is a constant need today among peoples of the world, and right here in our own country.

Her hospitality does not stop with providing food. She and her husband share their home, making a place of safety and welcome for Elisha. She acts with a generous heart.
The portion of Matthew’s gospel, most likely chosen to reflect the first reading, also speaks to our responsibility to act with generous hearts as well. Jesus has been giving the apostles some instruction about what he expects from those who follow his way: nothing, not family, not even the fear of loosing our lives should keep us from following his way. He continues, welcome those who are prophets, welcome those who are the holy ones, give a cold cup of water. And as Theresa of Calcutta reminds us, do these small things with great love.

It sounds so easy. Yet for some reason, we seem unable to do this most simple thing: love everyone, accept everyone, treat everyone as you would wish to be treated.

These past several weeks in the United States, we have watched images upon images of people, all ages, all races, all walks of life marching to remind us of the very thing Jesus would have us do. People are saying enough, this time, we need to make things different, we need to do what is right and just. Our words, our actions and our thoughts need a reset. It is not someone else’s duty to make this happen. It must begin inside the mind and heart of each of us called to follow Jesus.
Today ignorance is no longer an excuse. Today standing as a spectator is no longer acceptable. The power and economics of our country have for too long been used to keep people, particularly people of color in a labyrinth with no hope of finding a way forward. Some police officers particularly, have too often used tactics that result in the death of the supposed offender, again, more often than not a person of color. Enough, enough. Freedom to live, to move about, to choose how and where you want to live or work, or contribute to the community, freedom to walk the street in safety, or drive your car. These are the rights of Americans. These are the rights for all Americans. Free from fear, free from judgement, free to vote, and shop.  All the things most of us don’t give a second thought to do. It is time, passed time for these activities to be enjoyed by everyone.
St. Paul tells the church in Rome, and us as well, The Spirit of Abba God dwells in each of us. Created in God’s image and likeness. We all belong to Christ. Each of us, everyone of us. The people who lived before us, the people who will come after us.

We have to make a choice: stand and watch from the sidelines, bury our heads with eyes shut tight or take part, in whatever way we can, repairing the damage that has been the destruction of people. Perhaps we have unknowingly or unwittingly given our tacit approval to this behavior. Ignorance can no longer be our cover. Each of us can lend our help, our involvement, our hard effort. Much work for us to do, much for us to learn. Delay is not an option.
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